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For Public Services, Peace and Democracy… 

VOTE ‘NO’ TO 
THE LISBON TREATY

The Irish people are the only EU 
citizens who will be allowed to 
vote on the Lisbon Treaty. We are 
voting for the other 450 million 
people in Europe who are 
denied a vote.

The Lisbon Treaty is a re-run of the 
EU Constitution rejected in 2005 by 
the people of France and Holland. 
Even Bertie Ahern acknowledged 
this when he said: ‘They have not 
changed the substance… 90% is 
still there’.

The totally undemocratic way in 
which a new constitution for Europe 
is being rammed through is good 
enough reason to vote No.

The EU is increasingly dominated 
by large corporations who use its 
institutions to impose their policies 
on national governments. The EU is 
also developing as a military 
power, involving Ireland, for exam-
ple, in the French-dominated 
colonial adventure in Chad. The 
Lisbon Treaty would copper-fasten 
these developments.

The People Before Profit Alliance 
objects to the treaty on four main 
grounds.

• If ratified, the Lisbon Treaty would 
give further constitutional backing to 
the creation of an ‘open market’ free 
from ‘distortions’.  ‘Distortion’ can 
mean state intervention to protect 
the welfare of citizens. The Treaty 
explicitly forbids any laws that might 
harmonise standards of health care 
or access across Europe.

• The Treaty would ban any restric-
tion on the movement of capital 
across borders. As we face into a 
new global recession caused by a 
financial system that is out of 
control, some governments might 
wish to restrict speculation. But the 
Lisbon Treaty would prevent such 
measures.
• It would give the EU Commission 
the power to make agreements at 
the World Trade Organisation 
explicitly committing it to seek 
‘uniformity in measures of liberalisa-
tion’ - code for more privatisation.

• The Treaty would remove any 
possibility of democratic control over 
the European Central Bank whose 
sole concern is price stability rather 
than full employment, as is the case 
with the US Federal Reserve. 
• Nor would the ECB be required to 
press for low interest rates – an 
issue which affects many people in 
Ireland with large mortgages or 
high levels of debt. 

• The Treaty would ban state aid to 
public services under certain condi-
tions. Our schools must now pay 
water charges because of an EU 

directive. And remember how the 
government said it could not put 
extra money into Aer Lingus 
because of EU competition law? 
Or how Dublin City Council had to 
withdraw its proposal to make 
Dublin a free wi-fi city because of 
the EU ban on state aid?

• A recent decision by the European 
Court of Justice in the Laval judge-
ment declared that it was illegal to 
strike against a company who 
imported workers and refused to 
adhere to registered agreements on 
pay and conditions. The Treaty 
would give support to this anti-union 
ruling through its rules about 
‘undistorted’ competition. 

1. Neo-Liberalism:

• The Lisbon Treaty would give a 
legal base to EU ‘battle groups’. 
These rapid reaction forces can be 
deployed within days to fight 
‘resource wars’ in Africa or the 
Middle East.

• The treaty would give constitu-

tional support to NATO – a military 
machine that is controlled by the US 
Commander in Chief, currently 
George W. Bush.
• The Treaty would require countries 
to increase their military spending – 
and shift money away from basic 
pubic services.  PTO --->

2. Militarisation
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• The Lisbon Treaty would create 
the foundation of a European 
super-state.

• It provides for the new position of 
Foreign Minister and for a new 
diplomatic service. The new Foreign 
Minister would have more power to 
promote policies on such controver-
sial issues as Palestine or Kosovo.

• It would give the bigger EU states 

more voting power in the EU 
Council.

• It would give the unelected and 
unaccountable EU Commission 
more areas of competency to 
dictate to individual countries.

• It would do nothing to address 
the democratic deficit that had 
turned the EU into a lobby paradise 
for big business.

We should VOTE ‘NO’ to the 
Lisbon Treaty and offer a positive 
alternative for Europe. The 
People Before Profit Alliance is 
pro-Europe because we want to 
see solidarity across borders. 

Instead of a Europe that is shaped 
by corporations and bureaucratic 
elites, we want a Europe that 
creates proper social standards 
across the continent. Such a Europe 
would:

• Pass laws that give people health 
care rights within specified time-
frames for  people diagnosed with 
serious illnesses.
• Force employers to pay into 
pension funds all across Europe 
and not use the excuse that they 
would be undermined by their 
competitors,

• Shift money from military spend-
ing into the creation of  top quality 
public services.
• Harmonise workers’ holiday 
entitlement across Europe by 
raising levels rather than reducing 
them
• Make childcare provision compul-
sory. A ‘social Europe’ would end 
the scandalous situation whereby 
the Irish government makes 
virtually no provision for childcare 
and only offers tax breaks.
• Genuine European solidarity 
would tackle climate change by 
developing high quality public 
transport systems across the 
continent and by promoting a 
programme of sustainable energy. 

To achieve a truly ‘social Europe’ we 
must first VOTE ‘NO’ to the Lisbon 
Treaty.

3.   Democracy
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• The Treaty contains a terrorism 
clause that would require us to 
come to the aid of other EU 
governments – even if they decide 
to launch Bush-style wars against 
innocent countries.

• The Treaty would give the 
European Atomic Energy Commu-
nity – the body charged with 
developing nuclear power - ‘[such] 
privileges and immunities as are 
necessary for the performance of 
its tasks’ in all members states. 
The Irish people, however, are 
opposed to the introduction of 
nuclear power.

The claim that the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights is a compen-
sation for these defects is entirely 
false. 

The Charter gives us no extra legal 
rights than are currently contained 
in many national constitutions. It 
neglects to give us additional 
rights such as access to divorce 
without time limits or a woman’s 
right to choose. 

It claims to give European citizens 
a right to privacy but the EU itself 
has passed a Data Retention 
directive that allows police forces 
to check everybody’s e-mail and 
internet accounts without seeking 
a court order.

4.  Rights

PRO-EUROPE - VOTE NO

Under the Lisbon Treaty, these will be the only ambulances your government can fund
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